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Novtmb«r 29, 1990 

The Hononblo Jimei A. Baker III 
$«cr«tary of Stau 
XMpArUiiAnt of Suu 
Wuhlntton, D.C. 20320 

D^tr $«cr«Ury of Sutc Dikcr 

On b«bilf of thfi more than 2.500 writen who aio membfiri of PEN Amerlcin 
Center, w« writ* to voic« our dismay tbout nporti of your upcoming xtXkt wltk 
Chlni'j Foreign MJdlJter QUn Qlchcn. R©c«nt articlel la the New York Tlmg» 
iuggcit your government hu invited the Chinese ofnclal to dUcuti Araerlctn 
policy In th* PeriJon Gulf — more ipecif icaUy to elicit ChineM tupport for t 
United Nttionj Security Council reiolutlon tuthoriiinf the tti» of fowi tgilnjt 
Iriq In exchanae for improved reUtlon* between the two countrlw. W» fetr thit 
thii nonnilmtion o*' tiei would entiil the lifting of «*nctioni tg<Lla*t CUnt 
»nd t curtilllng of U^. crltlclim of the human rl^hti ibuiei oommltted by th« 
ChiniM fov«rnm(nc, 

In light of reports dculling the Chinese govtrnment'i continued crackdown on 
diuidenti and iu harsh treatment of those involved b last year's pro-democracy 
movement, overture by your government to China leem particularly troubUng. 
We are enclosing an eppeal sent today by PEN to Prime Minister LI Peng on behalf 
of Journalists Chon Zimlng and Wang Juntao who were charged last week with 
"plotting to overthrow the governmenf and "spreading counter-revolutionary 
propaganda' bwed upon their active involvement in the 1989 pro- democracy 
deraonsirailons. According to our Information, these charges could carry the death 
sentence. It appears that Mr, Chen and Mr. Juntao ar« being punished for 
exercising their Internttlonslly rccognlied right to free expression. 

We ask that you intervene on the two journQHsu' behalf in your upcoming meetlog 
with Foreign Minister Qian Qlchen. We, furthermore, request that you impress 
upon the Chinese government thit any normaliratlon of the official and economic 
ties between the Un'ic J States and China must be preceded by an Improvement In 
the Chlnew governmint's quettlonable human rights record. Otherwise, It would 
appear that b Its eagerneis to pursue lu Gulf policy, the U.S. administration Is oU 
too -filling to iflcriflce legitimate human rights concerns. 
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Wo hope you five thla mattar i«rloui consideration uid look forward to your 
oommenu. 




frciJdcnt / 
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